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Reading Comprehension

Conspiracy Theories
Are They Out to Get You?

In 2003, a former government minister in the UK called Michael Meacher claimed that the US Government had known all about the September 11 attacks but let them happen to justify grabbing control of the world’s oil supplies. That such a bizarre conspiracy theory broke out from Internet chatrooms, grabbed the mind of a former minister and was splashed across the media reflects the growing popularity of conspiracy theories. 

Although Mr. Meacher admitted that he got much of his information from websites, he made his claim in the respected British newspaper The Guardian. The newspaper later published letters from readers relieved that the truth had come out. David Aaronovitch, a Guardian columnist, expressed alarm that his newspaper had given credibility to such ‘rubbish’.

According to David Alexander, author of Conspiracies and Cover-Ups – What the Government Isn’t Telling You, ‘There’s been a tremendous increase in conspiracy theories about September 11.’ In 1998, Rich Buhler, an American radio show host, set up Truthorfiction.com to track and prove or disprove frauds, urban myths and conspiracy theories. Mr. Buhler said, ‘The Internet has proven a valuable tool for conspiracy theorists – they exchange ideas and fuel the stories. They have a much larger canvas than before. There’s an impression that whatever is written is more reliable than what is said. When it is written down, as it is on the Internet, it comes packaged as truth.’
Yet there are other reasons why conspiracy theories are gaining currency – in particular the complexity of our rapidly changing world. ‘A conspiracy theory becomes more compelling when reality makes less sense, when life is beset by problems, when the established order suddenly changes – even something as simple as losing a job. If people can’t absorb what’s going on, conspiracy theories help us to make sense,’ Mr. Alexander said. ‘If people just knew a little more, they would know the thing is false,’ he said.

People are becoming further removed from seats of political and industrial power. Patrick Leman, a psychologist at Royal Holloway College, London, who has been studying why conspiracy theories are so appealing, said, ‘Conspiracy theories feed into a feeling of disconnection with government. People don’t like gaps into their accounts; they have a need to believe them. They invent fantastical things that protect them from the real world.’ In one experiment, he showed people a recording of a fictional president who was shot at, and provided fictional newspaper articles. He concluded, ‘People think that a big event must have a big cause, but often things are caused by mistake or accident, not conspiracy.’

Thousands of people die in Europe every year in car accidents resulting from fast driving and too much alcohol. But when Diana, Princess of Wales died, many could not accept that such an important event could have such a simple cause. Many believed that she was assassinated by the secret services to stop her marrying a Muslim. In Australia, there were 161 suspected drowning between 1961 and 1985 in which the bodies were never found. But when Harold Holt, the Prime Minister, disappeared when swimming in 1967, conspiracy theories ran wild. 
Such is the public appetite for conspiracy theories; there is money to be made. Bart Sibrel makes money selling his video claiming that the first moon landing was a fake.

There is no simple way to determine the truth of a conspiracy theory. ‘The danger lies in buying overarching explanations of complex events. That having been said, there’s danger in being too complacent and buying into simple explanations of extraordinary occurrences,’ Mr. Alexander said. In other words, skepticism can go too far. When stories began to circulate about the Bilderberg Group, a secretive grouping of the world’s political and business elite, most people dismissed it as just a conspiracy theory. 

Mr. Alexander says that the growth of conspiracy theories is not something just to laugh at. ‘It’s dangerous if your belief system makes you see the world in a way that’s unreal. Conspiracy theories can affect a whole society and make the society mad.’
Read the text carefully. (8 minutes)
1- Rephrase or explain the underlined parts of these excerpts from the article in your own words. (10 minutes) 8 points
a- a bizarre conspiracy theory broke out from Internet chatrooms, grabbed the mind of a former minister and was splashed across the media
put it in all the newspapers, news,…
b- they exchange ideas and fuel the stories
increase the intensity
c- When it is written down, as it is on the Internet, it comes packaged as truth
Represented / offered/ given as reality
d- Yet there are other reasons why conspiracy theories are gaining currency
Gaining ground / becoming widespread
e- People are becoming further removed from seats of political and industrial power
Bases / foundations
f- when Harold Holt disappeared when swimming in 1967, conspiracy theories ran wild
grew / developed without any control
g- Such is the public appetite for conspiracy theories

The thirst of the people / what they ask for badly
h- there’s danger in being too complacent and buying into simple explanations

accepting / adopting / believing
2- Write (T) for True and (F) for False and justify from the text. (12 minutes) 10 points
a- Michael Meacher proved that the US Government knew about September 11.
F
M. Meacher claimed that
b- David Aaronivitch was alarmed because of 9/11 disaster.



F
Expressed alarm that his newspaper had given credibility to such rubbish
c- According to Buhler, the Internet is an excellent tool for secret and illegal schemes. 
T
The Internet has proven a valuable tool for conspiracy theorists
d- The last sentence in paragraph 4 says that since people didn’t know more, they didn’t 
know the event or thing was false.






F
If people just knew a little more, they would know… now.
e- According to P. Leman, not all important events have a definite and clear cause.
T
But often things are caused by mistake or accident.
f- There had been allegations that Lady Diana was killed for she had married a Muslim.
F
She was assassinated… to stop her marrying.
g- People are more likely to believe that there is always a conspiracy behind the death of 

important people.








T
But when H. Holt…. Conspiracy theories ran wild.
h- Conspiracy theories are developed mainly to increase the income of some people.
T
There is money to be made.
i- One can tell the fake from the true stories that circulate among people.

F
There is no simple way to determine the truth.
j- Mr. Alexander warns the people of the trivial outcome of conspiracy theories.
F
Theories can affect a whole society and make society mad.
3- Choose one of the two topics and answer in not more than 100 words. (not essay format)  (17 min) 10 points
a- Is it more important, in your opinion, to protect the freedom of speech or to protect people from false accusations?

b- Are conspiracy theories harmless or damaging? Give reasons.

Personal
Grammar, Vocabulary and Usage

1- Complete the sentences with the correct form of the following words. There is one extra word in the list.  (5 minutes) 6 points
Amputate – Heal – Intensive care – Postsurgical – Recuperate – Resuscitate – Stitch – Surgical – Transplant – Ward – Scar – Trivial - Major

a- A patient who is critically ill and needs life support will be put in the intensive care unit of a hospital.

b- The cut on your head is quite deep and will have to be stitched.
c- He’s no longer in critical condition, but he’s still recuperating.
d- The patient is on the waiting list for a kidney transplant. In the meantime, she has to undergo hemodialysis daily.

e- Sometimes the only way to treat a malignancy or gangrene in an arm or leg is to amputate the affected limb.

f- You will find your wife in the maternity ward, where she has just had a baby.

g- Doctors were unable to resuscitate the man who suffered cardiac arrest.

h- The injury will heal eventually, but it will probably leave a nasty scar.
i- After a major operation , a patient will require postsurgical care, which usually includes pain management.

j- It was a difficult operation that required a large surgical team of 9 specialists.

2- Complete the sentences with a body part to give correct expressions. Then explain the expressions in your own words. (7 minutes) 5 points
a- The doctor hit the nail on the head when he said that you don’t care of yourself.

Say the exact truth - straightforward
b- This surgical procedure is your best option, but bear in mind that it can be dangerous.

Remember
c- Whether taking vitamin supplements is a good option appears to be a bone of contention in medical circles.

Subject of disagreement
d- I don’t hear any bells ringing; your mind must be playing tricks on you.

Intended to annoy or cause discomfort
e- If you’re only paid the basic salary, you’re bound to live hand to mouth.
Satisfy basic needds
3- Illegal activity: decide what type of illegal activity the following are examples of. (12 minutes) 8 points
Arson – Assault – Blackmail – Breach of the peace – Break-in – Counterfeiting – Desertion – Fraud – Homicide – Manslaughter – Obstructing a police investigation – Petty crime – Resisting arrest – Shoplifting – Smuggling – Tax evasion

a- The police uncovered a printing press in Pakistan producing large quantities of Indian currency.

Counterfeiting
b- It is 2 a.m. and your next-door neighbor has decided it’s a great time to repair his broken garage door. 
Breach of the peace
c- A woman calls you up on the phone saying that for 50$ you are entitled to a vacation in the Bahamas worth $2000. When you go to pick up your ticket, you discover that no such travel agency exists.
Fraud
d- The police question you about a theft that occurred in your neighborhood. You know your neighbor George did it, but you say nothing to the police because you and George are friends. Obstructing a police investigation
e- A divorced man wants to see his children, but his ex-wife refuses. Furiously, the man slaps her and swears at her.
Assault
f- As you’re browsing at Macy’s, you notice a really great dress you absolutely must have, but it costs $500 so you grab it off the rack and stuff it in your purse. Shoplifting
g- Gary, a young man enlisted in the US army, is given a week’s leave for Christmas. 30 days later, Gary has not returned to his base. 
Desertion
h- A friend of yours, who has just been to Cuba on vacation, brings back a box of Havana cigars which, as you know, are forbidden in the US.
Smuggling
i- A small store owner is doing badly financially. He decides to set fire to his business and collect the insurance money.
Arson
j- You drive through a red light and collide with another vehicle, resulting in the death of the other driver. 
Manslaughter
k- Being pursued by the bank security guard, the robber fatally shot him. Homicide
l- It’s time for Larry to file his income statement, but this year he’s made quite a bit more money than usual and will have to pay almost twice as much to the Government, so he decides to lie about his income.
Tax evasion
m- A coworker tells you in confidence that he has stolen money from the company you work for. You threaten to reveal his secret if he doesn’t wash your car every day for a month. Blackmail
n- You go out on a Saturday night with some friends and decide to paint graffiti on a street sign. Petty Crime
o- While you are on vacation, burglars enter your home and steal all your valuables. Break-in
p- The police are arresting you for painting graffiti on a street sign (last Saturday night, remember?), but you get very annoyed and you try to get away.
Resisting arrest
4- Complete the sentences with the correct prepositions. (4 minutes) 6 points
1- He was blamed for the theft.

2- She was accused of forging the manager’s signature.

3- Society would break down if nobody abided by the law.
4- She’s got a skin allergy so she’s exempt from swimming lessons.

5- They object to the death penalty.

6- There is a ban on smoking in all public places.

7- The wrongly convicted man appealed against the verdict.

8- He was convicted of manslaughter.

9- He had been sentenced to 8 years of hard labor.

10- The suspects had been subjected to cruel punishments.

11- The robbers were armed with shotguns.

12- The alligators deterred people from robbing the villa.

5- Rewrite the sentences using the words given. (8 minutes) 12 points
a- If you don’t tell her, she won’t stop nagging.

(unless)

Unless you tell her, she won’t stop nagging.
b- They won’t stay quiet if you don’t give them their grades.
(otherwise)

Give them their grades, otherwise they won’t stay quiet.
c- You can join the group as long as you play well.
(providing)

You can join the group providing you play well.
d- I am really boring, this is why I didn’t succeed in my relationships. 
(if)

If I weren’t so boring, I would have succeeded.
e- You can become a fighter pilot if you have perfect eyesight. 
(condition)

You can become a fighter pilot on condition that you have perfect eyesight.
f- If the director wanted to talk to you, what would you do?
(supposing)

Supposing the director wanted to talk to you, what would you do?
g- I will unlock the door as long as you stop screaming.   (only)
I will unlock the door only if you stop screaming.
h- If there is a fire, use the hammer to break the glass.
   (case)

In case of fire, use the hammer to break the glass.
i- I didn’t wear gloves so I am in prison now.
(If)

If I had worn gloves, I wouldn’t be in prison now.
j- I last talked to her three years ago. 
(since)

It has been three years since I last talked to her.
k- People say that conspiracy theories destroy whole populations.  (said)

It is said that conspiracy theories destroy whole populations.
l- Some parents find their children’s behavior unacceptable. Their experience of adolescence was different. (whose)

Some parents, whose experience of adolescents was different, find their children’s behavior unacceptable.
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