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Football Star David Beckham

Not many years ago, David Beckham was one of the most unpopular men in Britain. Today, he is an international superstar and a person that adolescents really love.
Football fans can never forget the incident in the 1998 World Cup when England lost* a match against Argentina because of a foul by David Beckham. The general feeling was that England didn’t win because Beckham fouled and was put out of the game. For a number of years afterwards, English football fans booed him at every match he played.  Beckham didn’t feel safe at all. Even journalists attacked his private life and people laughed at his clothes –once he wore** a skirt to a night club – and changed his hairstyle every week.

By staying out of trouble and playing excellent football, David Beckham could make the English people love him again, and gain an international reputation. He is now a universally known celebrity and the richest sports star in Britain. Every country in the world knew about his move from the team of Manchester United to the team of Real Madrid in 2003 for 25 million pounds.

It is no surprise that Beckham is one of the world’s most famous sportsmen. He is an excellent captain of the England team. He is a brilliant footballer who can pass the ball in an exact way. But that is only half of the story.

Beckham is a star on and out of the football field. When he married Victoria (Posh Spice of the Spice Girls) they soon became one of England’s most famous couple. Victoria is as famous as David. The couple now has several houses in Britain, a fantastic villa in the south of France, a large home outside Madrid and lives in the United States. David has a collection of expensive sports cars, including a Ferrari, a Porsche and a Jaguar. David is rich but he is also a family man. He is friendly with the members of his team but he prefers to spend time with his wife and children. He says, “When I don’t work, I hurry home. My wife and family are more important to me than anything else. It’s only when I’m at home that I can relax and be myself.”

*lost: past tense of the verb ‘to lose’.
** wore: past tense of the verb ‘to wear’.
1- Read the text. (8 minutes)

2- Vocabulary: explain the underlined words according to their meaning in the text.. (8 minutes)8 points

a- Unpopular: not liked by people
b- Safe: not dangerous
c- Universally: internationally
d- Celebrity: famous person
e- Fantastic: superb – very beautiful
f- Large: big
g- Family man: a person who finds that his family is important
h- Hurry: go home quickly
3- Answer the following questions in your own words and in complete sentences. (20 minutes)

a- When and why was David Beckham an unpopular man in Britain? 3 points

In 1998 because he fouled in a football match and England lost when he was pout out of the game.
b- “English football fans booed him at every match he played”, explain. 2 points

They did not support him, on the contrary, they screamed unhappily when they saw him. Opposite of applaud.
c- Did Beckham wear nice clothes? Give examples. 2 points

Not at all, he didn’t have any taste in his clothes. Once, he wore a skirt when he went out.
d- Do you think David’s attitude is good? Explain. 3 points

Personal.
e- What made David very rich? 2 points

His move from Manchester United to real Madrid.
f- Who is more famous, David or Victoria? Justify from the text. 2 points

Both of them are equally famous. “Victoria is as famous as David.”
g- How rich are the Beckhams?  How do you know this? 2 points

They are very rich since they have expensive sports cars and a lot of houses.
h- What is the most important thing in David’s life? 1 point

His family is the most important thing.
i- Do you like football? Why or why not? Do you play it or watch it? Which team do you like? Why? 3 points

Personal
4- Grammar from the text: the following sentences are taken from the text, change each according to the instructions. (10 minutes) 13 points
England lost (negative): England didn’t lose.
He played (interrogative): Did he play?
People laughed at his clothes (present continuous affirmative): People are laughing at his clothes. 

 He wore a skirt (present continuous negative): He isn’t wearing.
He changed his hairstyle (negative): He didn’t change his hairstyle.
He is (past simple interrogative): Was he?
Every country in the world knew about his move (interrogative): Did every country in the world know about his move? 

He married Victoria (present simple negative): He doesn’t marry Victoria.
They became one of England’s famous couples (negative): They didn’t become one of England’s famous couples. 

The couple has houses in Britain and lives in the United States (negative):  Does the couple have houses in Britain and live in the US? 

He prefers to spend time with his family (interrogative): Does he prefer to spend time with his family? 

I hurry home (past simple affirmative): I hurried home.
I hurry home (interrogative): Do I hurry home?
5- Error Analysis: underline the mistake(s) you find in each sentence and correct it (them) in the space provided. If the sentence is correct, draw a smiley             at the end. Don’t copy all the sentence. (10 minutes) 10 points

a- Theese are my books; don’t touch them. These
b- He hasen’t got any friends. Nobody likes her. Hasn’t - him
c- In fridays, I do all my homeworks.  On – Fridays - homework
d- My parent’s car is blues, the two of them drive her. Parents’ – blue - it
e- I have always football on the morning. Always have - in
f- My father is forty-four years old. 

g- How your weekend was? How was your…?
h- I am lebaneese and I am proud of it. Lebanese
i- I am writting a letter now. writing
j- John is the baddest boy in class, i dont like his worst – I – don’t - him
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