
[image: image1.emf]Collège Notre-Dame

de Jamhour

………………………………………...……………………..



         Nom…………………….………………….



                Classe……………………

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Total



English Exam

Grade 7 - 60 minutes

June 2010

Collège Notre-Dame

de Jamhour

………………………………………...……………………..



         Nom…………………….………………….



                Classe……………………


Read the following text. (8 minutes)
Iceland Volcano Eruptions: Scientists Fear Second, Larger Incident

REYKJAVIK, Iceland — A volcano in southern Iceland has erupted for the first time in almost 200 years, and scientists are worried because it could cause a larger and potentially more dangerous eruption later on.

The eruption at the Eyjafjallajokull (AYA-feeyapla-yurkul) volcano, located near a glacier of the same name, threw ash and lava into the air but scientists called it mostly peaceful. It happened just before midnight Saturday at a break on one of the sides– rather than at the volcano's summit – so scientists said there was no danger that the glacier would melt and flood the area.

TV showed lava flowing along the sides of the volcano, and many flights were canceled due to the danger of volcanic ash, but scientists said that the eruption hit near the glacier in an area that had no ice. "This is the best possible place for an eruption," said Tumi Gudmundsson, a geologist at the University of Iceland.

However, officials, who knew that lava could devastate towns and villages, sent phone messages to 450 people between the farming village of Hvolsvollur and the fishing village of Vik, some 100 miles (160 kilometers) southeast of the capital, Reykjavik, asking them to evacuate immediately.

A state of emergency was declared although there were no immediate reports of casualties or damage. Evacuation centers were set up near the town of Hella, but many people returned to their homes later Sunday. The most immediate danger was to farm animals because of the gases the eruption created.

"We had to leave all our animals behind," Eli Ragnarsdottir, a 47-year-old farmer, told RUV, Iceland's national TV channel from an evacuation center. "We got a call and a text message ... and we just went."

Scientists say it is difficult to predict what comes next. Like earthquakes, it is hard to predict the exact timing of volcanic eruptions. "It could stop tomorrow, it could last for weeks or months. We cannot say at this stage," Gudmundsson said.

The last time there was an eruption near the 100-square-mile (160 square-kilometer) Eyjafjallajokull glacier was in 1821, and that was a "lazy" eruption – it lasted slowly and continuously for two years.

The latest eruption came after thousands of small earthquakes shook the area in the past month. Scientists in Iceland have been observing the volcano using seismometers and global positioning instruments, but Gudmundsson noted that the beginning of Saturday's eruption was so imprecise that it initially went undetected by the instruments.

"One of the possible scenarios we're looking at is that this small eruption could bring about something bigger. This said, we can't predict what could happen," Einarsson told The Associated Press.

Iceland was first inhabited by Vikings in the 9th century. It is known as the land of fire and ice because of its volcanoes and glaciers. During the Middle Ages, Icelanders called the Hekla volcano, the country's most active, the "Gateway to Hell," believing that souls of the dead were pulled below.

1- Vocabulary: Explain the words in bold according to their meaning in the text. (7 minutes) 10 points
a- Fear: ………………………………………………………………………………………
b- Has erupted: ………………………………………………………………………………
c- Ash: ……………………………………………………………………………………….
d- Lava: ………………………………………………………………………………………
e- Devastate: …………………………………………………………………………………
f- Casualties: …………………………………………………………………………………
g- To predict: ………………………………………………………………………………...
h- Shook: …………………………………………………………………………………….
i- Undetected: ……………………………………………………………………………….
j- Active: …………………………………………………………………………………….
2- True/False: Write T for a true statement and F for a false one, then justify from the text. (10 minutes) 14 points
a- The volcano erupted last century.

……………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………..
b- The volcano erupted at its highest point.

……………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………..

c- Airplanes couldn’t fly anymore because of the volcanic ash.  
……………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………..

d- A state of emergency was declared due to the number of dead people.
………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………..

e- Scientists can detect any volcano eruption and earthquake with its precise time. ………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………..

f- One possibility is that this eruption could lead to one that is enormous.
 ……………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………..

g- Icelanders called the Hekla volcano the "Gateway to Hell" because it opened the doors to death.

……………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………..

3- Comprehension: in your own words and in complete sentences, answer the following questions. (15 minutes) 15 points
a- Why was the first eruption of Eyjafjallajokull considered peaceful?
……………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………..

b- Why did officials ask the people to evacuate Hvolsvollur and Vik?
……………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………..

c- What did the volcano mainly menace? Why?

……………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………..

d- What was the adjective given to describe the 1821 eruption? Why?

……………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………..

e- When did the most recent eruption happen? Were the scientists able to detect it? Why?

……………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………..

f- Personal: What would you do if you were living near a volcano? Explain in around 50 words.

……………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………..

4- Grammar: Fill in the blanks with one of the present tenses of the verbs in brackets. (6 minutes) 8.5 points
Look at the people in this photograph. They …………………………. (to sit) close together on an underground train, but they …………………………. (to smile) or …………………………. (to talk)  to each other: this …………………………. (to be)  how the world usually …………………………. (to see)  Londoners: quiet, reserved, unfriendly. But how true …………………………. (to be)  this impression? Here …………………………. (to be)  the opinion of a foreigner:

Joanna, “ I …………………………. (to be)  Polish and I …………………………. (to live) in London for a year now. I …………………………. (to think) Londoners …………………………. (to be) really cold and unfriendly – a Londoner …………………………. (not to say) hello to his neighbours in the street. I …………………………. (to find)  it difficult to make friends here. In fact, I …………………………. (to spend) most of my time with Poles, not English people. People …………………………. (to say) that the English …………………………. (to be) nice when you get to know them, but how can you know them when they …………………………. (not to be) communicative?”

5- Grammar: Fill in the blanks with one of the past tenses of the verbs in brackets. (6 minutes) 9 points
Last year, I …………………………. (to go) out to celebrate my birthday with two other boys from my class. We …………………………. (to plan) a fairly quiet evening – a quick pizza …………………………. (to follow) by a film. However, the evening …………………………. (to turn) out to be much more exciting than we …………………………. (to expect).

While we …………………………. (to have) our dinner, a group of three girls …………………………. (to come) into the restaurant and …………………………. (to sit) down at the next table. We …………………………. (to begin) chatting and …………………………. (to find) out that one of them – Anna – …………………………. (to celebrate) her birthday that evening too. They …………………………. (to seem) really nice and we …………………………. (to agree) to go out together. 

At the end of the night, Anna …………………………. (to give) me her phone number and …………………………. (to talk) about meeting again but I …………………………. (not to call) her because I …………………………. (to lose) the number. I think I …………………………. (to throw) it away by mistake.

6- Error analysis: Underline the mistake(s) you find in each sentence and correct it (them). If the sentence is correct, draw a smiley                  in the space provided at the end of the line. Do not copy the whole sentence. (6 minutes) 4.5 points
a- My sister is as bigger then me; we are twins. …………………………………………….
b- Look at the color of the moon, it will be hot tomorrow. …………………………………
c- When you eat, you would grow fat……………………………………………………….
d- You are really bored, people sleep when they listen to you. ……………………………..
e- There is much old houses in the village. ………………………………………………….
f- Although he is more intelligent than his brother, he’s got lower grades. ………………… ……………………………………………………………………………………………..
g- He hasen’t ate anything yet. ………………………………………………………………
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