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Scotland – A Place to Celebrate
Scotland is well-known for its own culture. Here are some of the ways visitors to Scotland can join in the fun. 

Hogmanay, 31 December
Scotland celebrates Hogmanay, the New Year, with the music of bagpipes, Scotland’s traditional instrument, and dancing in the street throughout the night. At midnight, there are fireworks and everyone sings “Auld Lang Syne”, a song by Robert Burns, a famous Scottish poet. Soon after midnight, Scottish families go ‘first footing’, visiting the houses of friends and relations to continue the celebrations! You needn’t sign up, you just have to gather and start your visits with the less fortunate to help them cheer up.
Burns Night, 25 January

Robert Burns is Scotland’s national poet and Scottish people have a big dinner every year to celebrate his birthday. The main part of the meal is ‘haggis’, Scotland’s national dish made from liver, cereals and fat served in a sheep stomach. Then everyone reads poems and sings songs written by the great ‘Rabbie’ Burns himself.

The Highland Games, May – September
Nearly every week in the summer, there are highland games somewhere in Scotland but the biggest games are at Cowal. People from all over the world come to watch or take part. Over 3000 bagpipers and drummers play all day and there’s a wonderful atmosphere. There are Highland dancing competitions as well as events like throwing the hammer or ‘tossing the caber’, making sure the tree trunk reaches as far as possible! All the athletes wear kilts, the traditional skirts.

The Edinburgh Festival – August

Edinburgh is famous all over the world for its arts festival. There is an official festival for theatre, opera and classical music, and the ‘Fringe’ festival in which you can see a large variety of plays, films, comedians, dance companies and concerts. Finally, there’s the Military Tattoo, a military parade held in Edinburgh Castle.

Factfile

Area: 78,769 sq km
      Population: 5, 200,000 approx.    
Capital: Edinburgh

Political: Scotland is part of the United Kingdom but it has its own parliament, legal system, education system and its own international football team.

History: The Romans never conquered Scotland. Between the years 120 and 140, they built Hadrian’s Wall, a huge wall, 118km long, to protect their empire. In the Middle Ages, Scotland became a united country. There were many wars between England and Scotland. In 1603, the Scottish King, James VI, became king of England and a century later, Scotland and England were united.
Reading Comprehension

1- Read the text. (5 minutes)
2- Explain the six underlined words or expressions. (5 minutes) 6 points
a- Well-known: famous
b- Sign up: register
c- The less fortunate: poorer
d- Traditional: conventional / according to customs 
e- Festival: big celebration
f- Huge: very big
3- Answer the following questions in complete sentences. (8 minutes) 6 points
a- What is the capital of Scotland?
Edinburgh is the capital of Scotland.
b- How do Scottish people celebrate the New Year?
They celebrate the New Year by playing the bagpipes and dancing in the street throughout the night and at midnight, there are fireworks and everyone sings “Auld Lang Syne” before going first footing.
c- What is Scotland’s national dish?
‘Haggis’ is Scotland’s national dish. 
d- What happens at the Edinburgh Festival?
There is an official festival for theatre, opera and classical music, and the ‘Fringe’ festival in which you can see a large variety of plays, films, comedians, dance companies and concerts. Finally, there’s the Military Tattoo.
e- What are the following?
· Bagpipe: musical instrument
· First footing: visiting the houses of friends and relations
· Kilt: traditional Scottish skirt
· Tossing the caber: a competition in which a tree trunk is thrown as far as possible
4- Are there sentences True (T) or False (F)?  Justify from the text. (12 minutes) 10 points
a- Scotland is an independent country.

F
Scotland is part of the United Kingdom 
b- Scotland has its own football team.

T
… its own international football team 

c- The Romans conquered Scotland.

F
The Romans never conquered Scotland 

d- Scottish New Year celebrations finish at midnight.
F
Soon after midnight, Scottish families go ‘first footing’, visiting the houses of friends and relations to continue the celebrations! 

e- Scotland’s national poet is Rabbie Burns.
F
Robert Burns is Scotland’s national poet 

f- Haggis is a vegetarian dish.


F
…made from liver, cereals and fat served in a sheep stomach. 

g- The Highland Games at Cowal are winter games.
F
May to September
h- The Edinburgh Festival is a classical music festival. 
F
… its arts festival …
i- There are a lot of games in the ‘Fringe’ festival.
F
you can see a large variety of plays, films, comedians, dance companies and concerts 

j- Scotland and England were united around 1703.
T
 In 1603, the Scottish King, James VI, became king of England and a century later, Scotland and England were united 
5- Which Scottish celebrations would these people probably prefer? (4 minutes) 2 points
a- Kim loves the theater and classical music.

Edinburgh Festival
b- Carol likes sport and is interested in Scottish culture.
The Highland Games
c- Lena loves parties and dancing all night.

Hogmanay
d- Peter likes poetry and trying different food from around the world. 
Burns Night
6- If you had the chance to go to one of those festivals, which one would you choose? Why? Explain in around 50 words. (8 minutes) 6 points
Personal
Grammar
1- Complete the sentences with the verbs in brackets in the correct tense. (5 minutes) 6.5 points
1- I don’t know what the weather’s going to be like this weekend. But if it is (be) sunny, I will go (go) swimming with you.

2- What would you do (you do) if you won (win) the lottery next week? If I did (do), I would buy (buy) that motorbike.

3- If you visited (visit) any planet in the solar system, which one would you like (you like) to go to?

4- I panic / will panic / would panic (panic) if I see/saw (see) an alien.

5- If people call (call us) or send (send) us text messages, we feel (feel) loved.
2- Complete the dialogue with the adjectives in brackets in the correct form, comparative or superlative. (5 minutes) 3.5 points
A- “This restaurant is better than (good) the one across the road. The portions are bigger (big).”
B- “Yes, and it’s not busier than (not busy) the one we went to last week.”

A- “It’s not more expensive than (expensive) I expected either – quite cheap really. But not the cheapest (cheap) in town.”
B- “And that cake was one of the most delicious (delicious) I’ve ever had.”
A- “A pity about the waiter. Why wasn’t he a bit more friendly (friendly)?”
B- “Yes, not exactly service with a smile!”

3- Rewrite the following sentences using the prompts. (5 minutes) 5 points
a- He always works hard. He studies well, too. (and)

He works hard and he studies well(, too). 
b- She went home but she didn’t find him. (however)

She went home; however, she didn’t find him.
c- The exam was easy but I didn’t do well. (although)

Although the exam was easy, I didn’t do well.
d- I didn’t like your friend. I know you like her a lot. (in spite of)

I didn’t like your friend in spite of the fact that you like her a lot.
e- The music was loud. The lyrics were great. (nevertheless)

The music was loud; nevertheless, the lyrics were great.
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