Collège Notre-Dame de Jamhour                                                    Name: ----------------------------- 

Date: --------------------------------                                                                          

Class: --------------------------------                                                                        
English test (30 pts)

The Attack!

In April 1994, Philip Coates Palgrave was working as a safari guide on the Lower Zambezi River in Central Africa. He took groups of about ten people in canoes along the river on safaris so that they could watch the wild animals. Their luggage was all taken by road to the camps where they spent the night so that they could have plenty of room in the canoes. Occasionally the safari stopped in safe places so that the tourists could swim and cool down. But they weren’t able to swim very often. In the Zambezi, there are thousands of crocodiles – it’s estimated that there is a two-metre long crocodile every ten meters – and there are hippos everywhere.

It was the middle of the last day of a safari and extremely hot. Suddenly, Philip’s canoe was lifted out of the water and he thought he had hit a rock or an island. He turned round in order to see what had happened and then he realized his canoe was right on top of a hippo’s head! Philip could see one of the hippo’s eyes on the left of his canoe and one eye on the right!

He immediately told everyone to paddle to the bank, which was only ten meters away. They all managed to get to the bank except Philip. The hippo tipped* Philip’s canoe and Philip wasn’t able to escape. He couldn’t do anything! He just fell into the hippo’s mouth! The hippo closed its mouth and took Philip down to the bottom of the river. The animal thrashed about, shaking its head as if Philip was as light as a feather!

______________________________________________________________________________

To tip: to cause to lean at an angle.
I- Reading Comprehension

1- Read the text carefully then answer the following questions. (10pts)

a) What was Philip’s job? (2pts)

Philip was a safari guide.
b) Why did people go on canoe safaris? (2 pts)

People went on canoe safaris to watch the wild animals.
c)  Why did they stop in safe places? (2 pts)

They stopped in safe places so that the tourists could swim and cool down.
d) How did Philip realize that his canoe was right on top of a hippo’s head? (2 pts)

When he turned round to see why the canoe was lifted out of the water, he realized that his canoe was right on top of the hippo’s head.
e) Did they all manage to get to the bank? (2 pts)

Yes, they did.
2- Explain the following words according to their meaning in the text. (4 pts)

a) To paddle: to row.
b) Bank: the side of a river and the land near it.
c) Safe: ≠ dangerous.
c) Light: ≠ heavy.
4- Find in the text: (2 pts)
a) a preposition of movement: along.
b) an uncountable noun: luggage.
c) two phrases of position: on top of, on the left of.
II- Vocabulary
1- Complete the sentences with the appropriate compound noun. (4 pts)
	       Pedestrian crossing                 roadworks                   footpath                      postbox 


a) There is a lot of traffic because of the roadworks that never end.

b) We walked along a footpath and we reached the mayor’s cottage.

c) Don’t cross the street here. Use the pedestrian crossing.
d) I put the letter in the postbox.
III- Grammar
1- Complete with zero, definite or indefinite articles. (3pts)

a) ф Adventure Holiday Centre (ACE) is on the south-west coast of  ф England, in the sunniest and warmest part of Britain.

b) Jill, Nancy, and Betty are talkative but Nancy is the most talkative.

c) We are going to the cinema but my sister will stay in ф bed because she is sick.

d) He has an old house on ф Hudson River.

e) He hired a boat to cross the Nile, but he did not succeed because the boat was old.

2- Put the verbs in the correct tense: Present Simple, Present continuous, Past Simple or Past Continuous. (2pts)

a)  Her husband (to wait) was waiting at the airport when she (to arrive) arrived.
b) Richard (to buy) bought a new watch yesterday.

c) The Barker family (to buy) is buying a new house next week.

3- Complete the sentences with any or some. (2.5 pts)

a) He was thirsty, so he drank some water.

b) Did you buy any furniture?

c) I have some work to do tonight.

e) Did she get any letters from her brother?

f) We didn’t see any beautiful scenery on our trip.

4- Fill in the blanks with a little, a few, much, many or a lot of. (2.5 pts)

a) We were late because there was a lot of traffic.

b) I didn’t visit many cities in the United States. I didn’t have much time.

c) My brother doesn’t like a lot of salt on his food. After he tasted the soup, he added a little salt to it.

d) You cannot borrow books from your cousin. He only has a few books.

e) How many teeth does the average person have?

