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The Worst Jobs in History

A Water Caddy

In 18th century England, there were no water taps or pipes in houses. In the countryside, people got their water from wells or rivers. But at this time, thousands were moving to cities where there was no easy water supply. A water caddy was a person who delivered water to people’s homes. It was extremely hard work, and involved carrying a barrel of water that weighed about 30 kilos. And it could be dangerous, too, if you were taking water to somebody whose home was on the top floor!

A Link Boy

In 18th century London, the areas of the city where rich people lived had street lamps. However, poorer areas of the city were full of badly-lit streets. These areas were often full of muggers, murderers and other criminals! Rich people whose journey home at night passed through these poor areas needed to take some form of lighting with them. A link boy was a boy who showed rich people the way home through the back streets. The children doing this job needed to have a map of the city in their heads. They also needed to be aware of the dangers that might be around any dark corner. And the money was not enough at all. The link boys made the rich people’s lives safer, and yet they were paid only one penny per trip.

Odd Jobs
Woman’s Work?

In many ways, David Cunningham is a stereotypical Scottish man. In his free time, he plays golf, goes to football matches, and meets his friends in the local pub, all the things you’d expect a young, active man to do. And like many men, he isn’t very good at housework. He’s untidy, hardly ever hoovers and he’s never cooked a meal in his life. However, one thing about him does not fit this stereotype: his job. David Cunningham is a midwife.

Although some women are surprised when they find out that their midwife is a man, David has a good reputation in the part of Scotland where he works. In his opinion, it’s because of the way he carries out his duties. “I really care about the women that I look after,” he says. He gets on well with the husbands, too. “Having another man there calms them,” he explains.” And many of them feel more comfortable asking a man questions.”

“I’ve been qualified for 14 years and I’ve delivered hundreds of babies,” says David, who used to be a coal miner. “There are only 5 or 6 male midwives in Scotland. When I started, I expected more men to join the profession, but the number hasn’t really changed. People still see it as a job that only women do.

A Man’s World?

Base 34 is a new garage in Montpellier, in the south of France. Customers who take their cars there for repairs may be surprised to find that all the employees are women.

When Herve Malige advertised for women who wanted to become mechanics, he received 120 applications. After tests and interviews, he chose 15. They included a nurse, a secretary, a beauty therapist and 2 flight attendants. They all wanted a chance to work in this traditionally male environment. “I think a lot of people instinctively trust women more. And female customers might feel more comfortable with somebody who doesn’t treat them as if they didn’t understand anything!”

Although most car mechanics are still men, the situation is gradually changing. Men are starting to leave the profession, and women are joining it. Why? In a word, technology. In the past, being a mechanic was a physical tough and dirty job. Now, cars are much more complicated than they used to be but you need patience and intelligence to work out what the problem is, not strength. Many people believe that this makes the job more suitable for women than men.

READING COMPREHENSION

Read the text carefully. (8 minutes)

I- Vocabulary: explain the underlined words according to their meaning in the text. (7 minutes) 9 points
a- Countryside: fields and woods outside towns and cities.
b- Involved: included.
c- Badly-lit: quite dark without enough lighting.
d- Muggers: attackers – robbers.
e- Journey: long trip – trip.
f- Odd:  weird – strange – unusual.
g- Stereotypical: conventional – common - ≠ original.
h- Tough: hard – harsh.
i- Suitable: appropriate – good for – fits.
II- In your own words and in around 25 words explain what each person’s job consists in and what characteristics it needs. (8 minutes) 8 points
a- A water caddy: is someone who used buckets to carry water to people’s houses. This job needed a lot of effort and courage. (20 words) 
b- A link boy: A poor boy who guided rich people at night when going back home through the dark streets.  They were badly paid though they took a lot of risks on the streets. (31 words) 
c- A midwife: Is a person who helps pregnant women deliver their babies.  A midwife is usually caring and has a good relationship with mothers and fathers.  (24 words) 
d- A mechanic: A person who repairs cars and vehicles. He needs to be trusted and has to be patient and intelligent.  (19 words) 
III- True or False:  Write T (True) or F (False) and justify in your own words. (8 minutes) 14 points
a- Being a water caddy was hazardous especially one had to climb stairs.
 T
The person had to carry a heavy bucket that could fall while climbing the stairs; the person could slip because of the water drops left on the stairs.
b- A link boy is a kind of bodyguard who protects rich people at night.
F / T
He is a kind of guide who leads rich people through the dark streets of the city.

He guides people through the dark streets to make them avoid criminals and attacks.
c- A link boy earned his living really well.
F
He was badly paid though whatever he did was quite important to the wealthy people.
d- David Cunningham hoovers his place very well and very often.
  F
He barely vacuums and cleans the floor.
e- David has given birth to a limited number of babies.
F
He’s been working for 14 years and has given birth to hundreds of babies.
f- Herve Malige employed women because he did not receive any application from men.
    F
He wanted women mechanics to work in his company.
g- According to the last text, women are better at technology than men. 
F
Women can now become mechanics because this job does not require muscles any more, and you do not get dirty but you have to rely on your knowledge more.
IV- Personal Opinion:  choose one of the two topics and give your opinion in around 100 words. (20 minutes) 10 points
a- Would you mind doing a job that is traditionally done by people of the opposite sex? Why or Why not? 

b- What is an odd job according to you? Explain.

Special care has to be given to vocabulary, grammar and sentence structure.
Personal

Language has to be appropriate and clean. No basic mistakes and intermediate vocabulary and sentence structure have to be used.

The ideas have to be coherent and sentences well linked.
ERROR ANALYSIS

Underline the mistake(s) you find in every sentence and correct it (them) in the space provided. If the sentence is correct, draw a smiley on the line given. (6 minutes) 9 points


a- After I had arrived, we started to get ready. 

b- Always she wear a pony tail.   
She always wears…
c- “Excuse me, you sit in my seat” !
 …you are sitting in my seat!”
d- In november, the acting was good, however, the filming was poor.      November                good; however,

e- The writting exercise was realy excellent. 
Writing

really
f- All though the buses are cheap//they are not frequent. 

Although            cheap, they…
g- It’s so heavy, you cannot carry it.

 that
h- “ I don’t feel like eating now; I had lunch, thanks.” 
 have had
i- When school will end, we will spend most of our days on the beach.

ends


j- I like the arabic language even if french is easyier. 
Arabic               French
     easier
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