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Reading Comprehension

Down and Out in Paris and London
Excerpt from The Novel of George Orwell
It is altogether curious, your first contact with poverty. You have thought so much about poverty – it is the thing you have feared all your life, the thing you knew would happen to you sooner or later; it is all so utterly and commonly different. 

(1) …………………

You discover, for instance, the secrecy attaching to poverty. At a sudden stroke, you have been reduced to an income of 6 francs (old French currency) / day. But of course, you dare not admit it – you have got to pretend that you are living quite as usual. From the start it tangles you in a net of lies, and even with the lies, you can hardly manage it. You stop sending clothes to the laundry – you just don’t want to be in debt - and the laundress catches you in the street and asks you why; you say something under your breath, and she, thinking you are sending the clothes elsewhere, is your enemy for life. The tobacconist keeps asking why you have cut down your smoking, he thinks you’re trying to stop, while you, in fact, are saving up. There are letters you want to answer, and cannot because stamps are too expensive. (2) ………………… Every day at mealtimes, you go out, apparently to a restaurant, and loaf an hour in the Luxembourg Gardens, watching the pigeons. Afterwards, you smuggle your food home in your pockets. Your food is bread and margarine, or bread and wine, and even the nature of the food is governed by lies. You have to buy rye (a type of grain) bread instead of normal bread, because the rye loaves are round and can be smuggled in your pockets. (3) ………………… Sometimes, to keep up appearances, you have to spend 1/3 of a franc on a drink, and go in the same way short of food. Your bed sheets get filthy, and you run out of soap and razor blades. Your hair wants cutting, and you try to cut it yourself, with such fearful results that you have to go to the barber after all, and spend the equivalent of a day’s food. All day you are telling lies, and expensive lies.
You discover the extreme instability of your 6 francs / day. Mean disasters happen and rob you of food. You have spent your last coins, 80 centimes (100 centimes = 1 franc) on ½ L of milk, and are boiling it over a very small flame. While it boils, a bug runs down your forearm; you give the bug a flick with your nail and it falls, plop! straight into the milk. (4) …………………
You go to the baker’s to buy a pound of bread, and you wait while the girl cuts a pound for another customer. (5) ………………… ‘Pardon, Monsieur,’ she says, ‘I suppose you don’t mind paying 10 centimes extra?’ Bread is a franc a pound, and you have exactly a franc. When you think that you too might be asked to pay extra, and would have to confess that you could not, you dart back home in panic. It is hours before you dare venture into a baker’s shop again.

You go to a greengrocer’s to spend a franc on a kilogram of potatoes. But one of the pieces that make up the franc is a Belgian piece, and the shop man refuses it. You sneak out of the shop, and can never go there again.
You discover what it is like to be hungry. With bread and margarine in your belly, you go out and look into the shop windows. You search for a less stressful environment but everywhere there is food insulting you in huge, wasteful piles; whole dead pigs, baskets of hot loaves, great yellow blocks of butter, strings of sausages, mountains of potatoes. (6) ………………… You plan to grab a loaf and run, swallowing it before they catch you; and you refrain, from pure fear.

This – one could describe it further, but it is all in the same style – is life on 6 francs /day. 1000s of people in Paris live it – struggling artists and students, out-of-work people of all kinds. It is the suburbs, as it were, of sorrow and of poverty.

1- Read the text. (8 minutes)
2- Vocabulary: explain the 8 words or expressions in bold. (10 minutes) 8 points
a- Income: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
b- In debt: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
c- Say under your breath: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
d- Saving up: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
e- Coins: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
f- Dart back: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
g- Less stressful: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
h- Sorrow: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3- Find words in the text for: (5 minutes) 2.5 points
a- A woman who washes clothes: 
…………………………………………….

b- A person who sells tobacco:

…………………………………………….

c- A person who cuts men’s hair:
…………………………………………….

d- A person who makes and / or sells bread:
…………………………………………….

e- A person who sells vegetables:
…………………………………………….

4- Match the sentences A to G with the gaps 1 to 6 in the text. There is one sentence that you do not need. (7 minutes) 6 points
A- She’s clumsy, and cuts more than a pound.

B- And then there are your meals – meals are the worst difficulty of all.

C- She asks for the rent, and you have to explain why you cannot pay it.

D- You thought it would be quite simple; it is extraordinarily complicated.

E- A strong self-pity comes over you at the sight of so much food.

F- This wastes you 1 franc/day.

G- There is nothing for it but to throw the milk away and go foodless.

5- According to the writer, which single aspect of poverty causes the most problems? Circle the right letter. (2 minutes) 1 point
a- Not being able to eat in restaurants.

b- Not being able to buy new clothes.

c- Not being able to admit your lack of money.

d- Not being able to pay your rent.

6- Imagine you had to give up doing one of these things, which would you choose? Which is the last one you would give up? Detail in not less than 80 words. (13 minutes) 10 points
a- using your mobile phone

b- going out with friends


c- having clean clothes to wear

d- buying snacks and drinks between meals

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

7- Write the underlined numbers in letters. (3 minutes) 3.5 points
a- 1/3: 
……………………………………………………………..

b- 6 francs / day:
……………………………………………………………..

c- 80:

……………………………………………………………..

d- 100:
……………………………………………………………..

e- ½ L:

……………………………………………………………..

f- 10:

……………………………………………………………..

g- 1000s:
……………………………………………………………..

8- Are the following statements True (T) or False (F)? Justify by quoting from the text. (15 minutes)      12 points
a- You start thinking so much about poverty the minute you become poor.
…………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

b- What you’ve feared all your life occurs: our pocket money is suddenly reduced to 6 francs/day.








…………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
c- Since you do not admit your financial condition, you start lying.

…………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
d- You do not send your clothes to the laundry anymore because the laundress has become your enemy.







…………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

e- You don’t send letters anymore since you’re using email.


…………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
f- You eat rye loaves because you can steal them easily. 


…………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

g- You try to have your hair cut but the result is awful at first.


…………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
h- You find that 6 francs is really unreliable.




…………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
i- After going into a baker’s shop you confess that you cannot pay anymore.
…………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
j- The people in the shops insult you continuously.



…………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
k- The writer tells us how one should live with very little money.

…………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
l- According to the writer, even in Paris, there are poor people.

…………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Grammar and language
1- Underline the best choice. (3 minutes) 3.5 points
a- “I’m off to the shops now.” “Really? I’ll / I’m going to come with you.
b- I feel awful. I’ll / I’m going to be sick.
c- What time does Ben’s flight / is Ben’s flight going to arrive on Saturday?
d- I’ve already planned my next holiday. I’ll / I’m going to visit Paris.

e- What do you do / are you doing tomorrow morning?

f- I won’t tell / I’m not telling anybody that you’re here, I promise.

g- I’m sure I’ll pass / I’m passing all my exams.

2- Rewrite the following sentences using the words or instructions given in brackets. (7 minutes) 8 points
a- We couldn’t pay for dinner because you didn’t bring your credit card. (If)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

b- John drives very quickly and this is dangerous. (I wish)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

c- The airline has canceled our flight so we’re waiting for the next one. (Passive)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

d- My driving test is on March 3rd. (By April)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

e- I couldn’t afford such things when I was young. (If only)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

f- She used to be very talkative. Now she doesn’t talk as much. (Less)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

g- “Do you want pizza?” “No, I would like a sandwich”. (I’d rather)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

h- “Are you coming to discuss important business with me?” The business man asked. (Reported Speech)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3- Choose the correct answer. Draw a circle around the corresponding letter. (8 minutes) 7.5 points
1- I’ve had enough of him! He……………….. !

a- is always complaining
b- always complains  
c- complains always
d- always is complaining
2- I can’t stand ……………… the others complain.

a- to hear

b- is hearing
c- hearing
d- being heard

3- I’ll never forget ……………. the Pyramids.

a- to see

b- seeing
c- will see
d- have seen

4- I wasn’t hungry because I ……………… a sandwich.

a- have already eaten
b- had already eaten
c- will have already eaten
d- ate

5- We ……………….. the village very often.

a- didn’t use to leave
b- didn’t used to leave

c- use not to leave  
d- leaved

6- A person ……………… place of work is a surgery is a doctor.
a- where

b- which
c- who

d- whose

7- I ……………… English ………………. 3 years.

a- have been learning …… since

b- have learned……….since

b- have been learning ……. for

d- have learned………..for

8- This time next week, he ………………. his exams.

a- will had done

b- will do
c- will be doing

d- does

9- My cousin……………

a- wrote to me a letter
b- write to me a letter
c- wrote a letter me   d- wrote me a letter

10- John is ……………. person I’ve ever met.
a- The nice
b- the nicer
c- the nicest
d- the niciest

11- You passed your exams, ……….

a- did you?
b- didn’t you?

c- did not you?

d- (b) & (c)

12- My birthday is ……….. June 29th; it’s ……….. a Monday.

a- on ….. on
b- in ….. on

c- on ….. in

d- in …… at
13- She smiled ………….. her mother.

a- to

b- for


c- on


d- at

14- You have a lot of good grades, ………

a- do you?

b- don’t you?

c- have you?

d- haven’t you?

15- “Thank God I’m here! If I ……………… home later, I …………….. .”

a- leave ….. wouldn’t arrive
b- left ….. wouldn’t have arrived
c-    had left …. wouldn’t arrive
d- had left …. wouldn’t have arrived
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