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Exercise Sheet 1
Module 3
An Idiom About Work:

Eager as a beaver( a hard-working and an enthusiastic person

Eg: David is as eager as a beaver and studies very hard to learn English.

Work

There are countless reasons why a person chooses to work rather than stay home, even if they are economically well off or they hate their jobs. The most common reason is that everyone needs money to live on; and second, that work gives people the structure and purpose that they need to live out their lives. 

Some people join different civil branches of the government and become school teachers, army officers or government officials. Others join large companies and settle for white-collar jobs. From their chosen career, these people later learn good habits, discipline and self-autonomy. These people often end up discovering their true calling in life. Others with a mind for scientific and abstract thinking like to contribute towards making new discoveries. Some artists and performers work on a freelance basis. They like to showcase their talents and abilities. 

Lastly, there are businessmen in our society who play a very important role in helping our country to develop economically. In retrospect, many of these entrepreneurs took great risks with their investments to start up new businesses. They are also the happiest workers, because unlike ordinary paid workers, a good businessman has the power to control his income, his time and his destiny.
Vocabulary Practice

1- Explain the following words according to their meaning in the text. *
Well-off :___________________________________________________________

White-collar job: _____________________________________________________

Autonomy (self-autonomy): _____________________________________________

Retrospect: __________________________________________________________ 

Entrepreneur:_________________________________________________________

Income: _____________________________________________________________
2- Gap-fill exercise: Fill in the gaps with a correct word from exercise 1 above. There are two extra words. **
Many universities are granted full ____________________ by the state as long as they comply with government regulations.
Dr. Frankl, a famous psychiatrist, believes that a man can only know the meaning of his life in ___________________ - when he is at the end of his life and looks back to see all the little moments that made up his life story.
Jane is a fourth-year college student, she aspires to find a ______________________ as a bookkeeper when she graduates.
Although many successful ____________________________ had very little capital to invest in their business, they really believed that their ideas would become successful.
Comprehension **
1. What are the two common reasons mentioned for why people work?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. What person(s) are said to be the happiest?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. Do you agree that businessmen are the happiest workers? Why or why not? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Put a check next to the correct answer. *
1. What was the main idea that the television presenter was trying to communicate?

A. With strong economies such as the U.S, people work hard but they still struggle financially. 

B. The rising unemployment rate in the U.S is causing many people to struggle financially. 

C. In the U.S, people without a college degree find it hard to get a job. 

D. Many people in the U.S who do manual labour or earn low wages struggle financially.

2. Pick some reasons below that explain why the author thinks entrepreneurs are the happiest workers.
A. An entrepreneur can control his income by working more or less hours. 

B. An entrepreneur takes a big risk with his money, but the rewards are also great. 

C. An entrepreneur can control the work he does as well as the time he spends doing it. 

D. All of the above.

3. What are some possible reasons given in the article for why people work?

A. They need money in order to provide for themselves and for their families. 

B. They work because it's better than being unemployed. 

C. A job provides people with income, and with structure and purpose that they need to live out their lives. 

D. Many people enjoy working because it gives their life structure and meaning.

4. Who is said to have discovered their true calling in life?

A. People who work in government jobs. 

B. People who work as school teachers. 

C. People who work in the armed forces. 

D. People who learn good habits and self-autonomy from their job. Because they find fulfillment and enjoyment in what they do, they may in the process discover their calling in life.
5. Pick a statement below that best describes "people who like to work with abstract ideas".

A. People who like to work with abstract ideas are scientists. 

B. People who are good at working with concepts, theories and ideas without needing to think of specific examples. 

C. People who like to invent new products, or come up with better ways of doing things. 

D. None of the above statements.
5- Put the parts in order to form a sentence. *
Maria Montesorri      the      who founded      Montessorri  schools.      was an      eager      beaver      Italian educator,      successful 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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