Grade 9 – Revision Sheet April 2012
I- Read the following text carefully. (8 minutes)
No Stranger to Hollywood

Helen Loft interviews Gwyneth Paltrow, one of the brightest stars in Hollywood.

Gwyneth Paltrow, who was born in 1973 in Los Angeles, is no stranger to Hollywood life. Her mother is an actress and her father is an important cheerful television producer. With her slim build and long blond hair, she looks both beautiful and aristocratic, but she has her critics. Julia Roberts describes her as ‘considerate and quite attractive in a horsey sort of way’. Some also say that she ‘pulled strings’ to get where she is today. This is something she strongly denies. ‘People don’t hire you because of who your parents are. If you can’t do it, forget it!’

When did you first get into films?

I’ve been acting in films since 1991 when Steven Spielberg offered me the part of Wendy in ‘Hook’, his film version of the children’s classic story ‘Peter Pan’. I’ve always loved acting. But I was a fairly normal but reckless teenager. I remember going out one night and leaving a note for my parents saying, ‘Dear Mom and Dad, I’m out at the clubs. You can punish me in the morning.’

Did your parents want you to take up acting?

No, they wanted me to go to university. I spent a couple of years at the University of California, but I was also playing minor parts in plays. I think the first time my parents realized I was good was when they saw me act at a theater festival. My dad was entranced; he said, ‘I don’t think you should go back to college.’

Which film was your big break?

My first big part was when I played ‘Emma’. I loved the part. On the whole, I prefer smaller films, like Sliding Doors and Shakespeare in Love, to big Hollywood blockbusters. When they offered me Kate Winslet’s part in Titanic, I didn’t take it. It wasn’t my sort of film.

How did you feel when you got the Oscar for your role in Shakespeare in Love?

I was over the moon, all I felt was ‘I’ve achieved something great’. I couldn’t take it in at first. I was so overcome with emotion I cried. I was so proud of the film. It was witty, colorful and dramatic. It had everything.

What are your plans for the future?

I’ve been working non-stop for the last few years and at the moment I don’t want to take on anything new. I’ve read a number of scripts but I haven’t decided on anything yet.

II- Vocabulary and Comprehension.
a- Explain the four underlined words. (3 minutes) 

1- Cheerful:………………………………………………………………………………..

2- Reckless: ………………………………………………………………………………..

3- Entranced: ……………………………………………………………………………..

4- Scripts: …………………………………………………………………………………..

b- Find words or phrases in the text which mean the same as the following. (3 minutes) 

1- Used influence: …………………………………………………………………………

2- In general: ……………………………………………………………………………….

3- A big and very successful film: ………………………………………………………

4- To accept (work or responsibility): ………………………………………………….

c- Answer the following questions in complete sentences. (9 minutes)

1- Why is Gwyneth Paltrow familiar with Hollywood life?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2- When did her parents agree that she should take up acting seriously?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3- Why didn’t she take on Kate Winslet’s role in Titanic?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

III- Grammar.

a- Complete the article putting the verbs into the correct tense and adding ‘for’ and ‘since’ where necessary. (7 minutes) 

Teenage Life

Each week, we (ask) ……………………… teenagers to write about their lives. This week, Suzy (tell) ………………………. us about her brother, Jake.

My younger brother Jake (have) ……………………… a problem …………… he (start)………………………… school. I (think) …………………….. it’s a problem that many people (not understand) ………………………….. . He (be) ………… dyslexic, which (mean) …………………….. that he (sometimes/get) ………… ……………………………. letters mixed up: he might write ‘poeple' instead of ‘people’, for example.

He (be) ………………………… dyslexic ……………… he was four, but until recently nobody (ever/give) …………………………… him any help. Fortunately, one of the teachers at his school (send) ………………………. him to special classes. At the moment, he (learn) …………………………… some techniques for remembering words. ……………… he (start) …………………….. the special classes, all his teachers (notice) ……………………………. an improvement in his work and ……………. the past month or two he (become) …………………………… more independent and confident, which (be) ………. great. 

People …………………………………….(sometimes/forget) that we all (need) ………………………………….. a bit of help at times.

I (currently/write) …………………………….……. a research on dyslexia, I (send) ………………………………… you a copy as soon as I (finish) …………………….. it.

Suzy
b- Which tenses are used in the following sentences? Why? (8 minutes) 

1- I will have been traveling by coach when I reach Paris. ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2- I’m leaving to London tomorrow night. ………………………………………………………………………………………….

3-At lunchtime today, we might reach Santiago de Chile. ………………………………………………….………………………………………

4- I live in Beirut. ……………………………………………………………………

5- Look at those clouds, it’s going to rain. ……………………….………………..……………………………………………….

……………………….………………..……………………………………………….

6- We had already climbed 2,000m when we met them. ……………………….………………..……………………………………………….

…………………………..……………….……………………………………………

7- They screamed and closed their eyes when they saw the monster. ……………………….………………..……………………………………………….

…………………………….……………………………………………………………
c- Error Analysis. In the following sentences there are only spelling mistakes. Underline them and correct them. (4 minutes) 

1- Evry one she’se been writing to is bad and awfull.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

2- He hasen’t given me any thing yet, I’m geting angry.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

3- Wich one did you loose? The green or the yellow?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

4- He’s beeing stupid; I no his intelligent.

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

5- Dos’nt he pay atention in classe?

………………………………………………………………………………………………….
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